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Highlights
ϒ

Rainfall performance improves in
most parts of the region…

ϒ

Southern parts of the SADC region still experiencing deficit
rainfall...

ϒ

Central and Southern Mozambique hit by drought…

ϒ

Tanzania receives sufficient rainfall in drought affected areas...

Rainfall Performance in the first 20
days of January 2004
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Rainfall Probability Forecast for Jan-Feb-Mar 2004
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Agromet Update: 01—20 January, 2004
outh Africa is experiencing drought conditions this season which
are impacting on agricultural activities and livelihoods. The poor

rainfall situation is confirmed by satellite data (figures 1 & 2). The affected places include the major
maize-growing areas of KwaZulu-Natal, Free State and Mpumalanga. Other provinces affected are
Limpopo, Northern Cape, North West and Eastern Cape. Satellite imagery continue to suggest that
mentioned provinces received low to medium rainfall during the first and second dekad of January
2004 as well. This will improve the pasture condition and ultimately livestock condition. South Africa has been traditionally exporting cereals to the rest of the SADC region in times of deficits, it’s
low production this season will reverberate to the rest of the SADC region, negatively this time.
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cut the number of people expected to receive food from aid agencies.

ance during the first and second dekad of January 2004. Prospects of a good crop this season are very minimal.
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avourable rains occurred country
wide towards the end of December 2003, giving impetus to planting activities and reviving
pastures. This situation has continued with the first and second dekad of January performing extremely well as indicated
by satellite imagery (figures 1 & 2). This will put the planted
crops on a good start with possible good harvest if the rainfall is consistent. The rainfall will further improve the pasture
condition and dam levels in the country. However, floodthreat assessments have been commissioned in the Caprivi at
the request of the Emergency Management Unit.
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Botswana
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he past few months have not received sufficient rainfall in the entire country.

However,

the first and second dekad of January 2004 (figures 1 & 2) indicate a substantial improvement in the rainfall performance. This will improve the pasture condition and ultimately the livestock condition. The rainfall will also
raise the dam levels which have been depleted due to livestock consumption and excessive evaporation as a result of high temperatures.
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farmers have no seed, replanting may not take place.

Southern province has experienced

chronic food insecurity for a couple of years.

Input procurement is reported to be continuing with shortages in some
However, NGOs have supplied substantial amounts of inputs including

Replanting maize in mid

January or later may not be advisable as the remaining rainy season may not be

For more details, contact: SADC FANR Regional Early Warning System, Gaborone,
Botswana. Tel: 267-3951863; Email: RMasundire@sadc.int or

sufficient to allow the crop to
mature and provide a good
yield.

SADC Regional Remote Sensing Unit, Harare, Zimbabwe. Tel: 263-4-722717;
Email: rrsu@fanr-sadc.co.zw; Web: http://www.sadc-fanr.org.zw

