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SUMMARY

The 1st dekad of November (first 10 days) witnessed light to moderate rains across the southern parts of the
country while the north and central areas remained dry. Few areas of the south like Ikeja, Uyo and Calabar had
rainfall amounts exceeding 100mm. Deficit soil moisture conditions were noted in most parts of the country except
the coastal parts of the south which had normal to surplus. Warmer than normal temperatures were experienced
in the extreme north including: Yelwa, Sokoto, Gusau, Katsina, Nguru, Potiskum, Maiduguri and Yola while areas
in and around Jos, Eket and Calabar were colder than normal. Temperatures above 32 Deg C were reported in
most parts of the country while few areas of the south recorded temperatures below 32 Deg C. Harvest of cassava,
yams and vegetables and processing and drying of farm produce dominated field activity during the dekad and will
continue in the next Dekad.

1.0 RAINFALL TREND

1.1 Rainfall Anomaly Fig 2 also shows the actual rainfall amount received
| across the country and reveals that northern and central

o MT‘_/\ states remained dry with no rains. The south, however

5 o L recorded significant rains with stations like Ikeja, Uyo

and Calabar recorded as high as 167.6mm, 102.5mm,
- and 227.2mm of rainfall respectively.
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FIG. 1: 15t DEKAD OF NOVENBER 2011 RAINFALL ANOMALIES (%) indicating surplus rains which could impart agricultural
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RESPECT TO THE 1971 - 2000 BA SE PERIOD DECADAL MEANS.

The rainfall anomaly over the country is shown in Fig 1 T O O T O ruaNFALL
above and indicates that the northern parts of the '

country remained mostly normal with no rains (dry

season) while some parts of the south (green areas)

recorded surpluses and elsewhere in the south were o

normal and deficit especially stations at Shaki, Iseyin, v

Ondo, Benin, Enugu and Umuahia recorded deficits
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1.4 Number of Rain Days

WAT.N)

- Fig 4 shows the number of rain days across the country
and reveals that the south had between 2 and 6 days of
rainfall except Eket and Calabar that recorded over 6
- days. The north and central states however remained
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matnran gmm) dry, hence zero (0) raindays. Farmers in this area are
: ' : e i B advised to irrigate their crops in other to sustain good

FIG. 2: ACTUAL AMOUNT OF RAINFALL FOR DEKAD 1, NOVEMBER 2011 crop growth and development.
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FIG.4: ACTUAL NUNBER OF RAIN DAY FOR DEKAD1, NOVEMBER 2011

2.0 SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
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FIG. 5. 1st DEKAD OF ND".I’EE'EGEEUH SOIL MOISTURE INDICES (%)
OVER THE COUNTRY.

The decadal distribution of soil moisture across the
country is shown in Fig 5 above and indicates that most
parts of the country (red areas) had deficit soil moisture
conditions while few areas in the south including the
coastal areas had normal to surplus soil moisture
conditions. The deficits were due to the cessation of
rains in the northern and central states of the country
paving way to dry farming season.

3.0 MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE TREND

3.1 Maximum Temperature Anomaly

The trend of maximum temperature anomaly is shown
in Fig 6 below and indicates that most parts of the

country were normal while the extreme north were
warmer than normal. Colder than normal temperature
prevailed in and around Jos, Eket and Calabar.
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FIG. 6: 1st DEKAD OF NOVEMBER 2011 WEAN WA XIMUM TEMPERA TURE
ANOMALIES (Deg. C) OVER THE COUNTRY. ANOMALIES A RE COMPUTED
\WITH RESPECT TO THE 1871 - 2000 BA SE PERIOD DECA DAL MEANS.

3.2 Maximum Temperature Values

Fig 7 below shows the actual mean maximum
temperature distribution and reveals that most stations
across the country experienced warm to hot
temperatures (above 32 Deg C) while areas in and
around Jos, Shaki, Iseyin, Akure, Owerri, P.H.,
Umuahia, Eket and Calabar experienced cooled to mild
temperatures (below 32 Deg C). However, temperatures
were still fairly okay at comfort zones except for few
places that reported 36 Deg. C and above like Yelwa,
Sokoto, Nguru and Yola. Livestock in these areas
would demand more water due to high perspiration.
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FIG.7: MEANMAXINUM TEMPERATURE FOR DEKA D1, NOVEMBER 2011
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The Inter Tropical Discontinuity (ITD) is expected to
fluctuate between Latitude 8.0 deg. and 10.0 deg.
north. The average wind flows expected are
southwesterly in the southern and northeasterly in the
northern parts of the country.

Therefore, the synoptic features will place the northern
and central parts of the country under sunny weather
condition with slight dust haze while the southern parts
including the coastal areas will be partly to cloudy
weather condition with occasional thundery activities
and localized rains.

The expected mean maximum temperature range in the
north and central areas will be between 36 and 40 °C
while the south and the coastal areas will range from 32
to 34 °C.

No rains are expected in the north and central parts of
the country but a possibility of range of 20mm to
100mm of rainfall is expected from the coastal area of
the south.

4.2 Agricultural Activity/Outlook
Some farmers in the north and north central had
commenced land preparation for dry farming season
especially vegetables.

Harvesting of yam, cassava and vegetables is expected
to continue in parts of the south while harvest of millet,
sorghum and cowpea will also continue in the north.

Processing and drying of farm produce are on going
across the country.
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Dear All,

Comments and suggestions on how to improve this publication are welcome. Agrometeorologists,
Agriculturists, Extension Workers, Research Officers, Users and the General Public should kindly send

feedback to:

The Director-General/CEO,

Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NIMET),

33 Pope John Paul Il Street, Maitama District,
PMB 615 Garki, Abuja.

E-mail: nimetagrometbulletin@yahoo.com; NIMET WEB SITE: www.nimetng.org




