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Highlights

o Dry conditions persisted during the dekad.
0 Cumulative rainfall remains good.

o Warm conditions with scattered rain
expected.
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WEATHER SUMMARY

On the 21% a weak cold front passed far off the
south coast inducing moist tropical air to be fed
into the subcontinent. At the same time the Indian
Ocean Anticyclone was advecting cool moist air
from the east. The two air masses converged over
our. As a result widespread rain was experienced
on the 21, To the far east of the subcontinent just
south of Madagascar a deep extra tropical
depression also developed and it denied areas in
the south-east including our area moisture and
leaving dry conditions except for the afternoon
convergence over our area which resulted in
isolated thundershowers.

RAINFALL SITUATION
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Map 1: March 2008,3rd Dekad Rainfall

The last dekad of March 2008 recorded below
normal rainfall in most parts of the country. It was
only at areas surrounding Maseru, Mafeteng,
Thaba-Tseka and Mokhotlong that rainfall was
above normal. Moreover, bulk of the rain came
during the first day (21*) of the dekad and the
remaining days were quite dry. Moshoeshoe 1
(62.9mm) recorded highest dekadal rainfall, and
Phuthiatsana (13.4mm) recorded lowest dekadal
rainfall (see Map 1, Table 1 & Fig 1).

Cumulative Rainfall Percentage Departure
from Normal since September 2007.

Cumulative rainfall since the first dekad of
September 2007 to the last dekad of March 2008
remains normal to above normal (see Map 2,
Table 1 & Fig 2). Parts of the country that include
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Mafeteng, Mohale’s Hoek and Semonkong have
highest cumulative rainfall percentage departure
from normal which stays at above normal presently.
Even though cumulative rainfall leads to conclusion
that seasonal rainfall has been good, dry spells that
prevailed mainly in February had damaging effect
to crops at some places.
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Map 2: Rainfall % Dp. from Normal (Sept 07-Mar 08)

TEMPERATURE

Dekadal mean temperatures were below normal at
some places and above normal at some. Daily mean
temperatures are decreasing from summer high
temperatures to the low values for winter. The
dekad under review did not record very low daily
minimum temperatures like its predecessor. Thus it
became slightly warmer than the previous dekad

CROP STAGE AND CONDITIONS

Maize and sorghum crop are at various stages of
ripening. Their conditions range from fair to good.
At the current stage, cereal crops need low rainfall
amounts and therefore dry spells would not have
serious implications to them.

DEKADAL OUTLOOK
1- 10 April 2008

There 1is still a high likelihood of receiving isolated
rain showers and thundershowers in the coming
dekad. However scattered thundershowers and rain
showers are anticipated especially in the west, south
and in the east on Sunday 06™ and Monday 07" as a
cold front that is expected to pass over southern
parts will induce interior surface trough and
advection of tropical moist air into our area.
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Table 1

Rainfall and Temperature Summaries

Rainfall {mm) Temperaturs (°C)
21 - 31 Mar 2008 Total From Sept07 to 3rd Dek Mar 08 21 - 31 Mar 2008
STATION ALT, | Actual | Normal| Rain %Dept, from | Minimum | Maximum |Dekadal]Dekadal
NAME (M) |RFall |EFall | Dayvz| Actual Normal Normal Lowezt(Dayv){Highezt (Day)] Mean | Normal|Deviation
Buthz-Buths 1770 233 427 2 8331 7127 17 7.0(24) 25.01(28) 16.6 16.8 02
Leribe 1740 15.3 EEN) 3 7438 613.3 21 * ¥ 16.7 17.2 =
Mafzteng 1610 420 317 2 688.5 562.4 2 021 27.0(26 74 6.6 0.8
Maseru Airport 1330 1.4 36.7 3 £34.3 20 3 (24) 27729 18.2 18 0.2
Miohalz'z hosk 1600 234 206 3 82357 381.6 42 8.01(31) 272 (26 13 12 0
Mekhotlong 2200 41.7 224 6 38354 331.1 2 5.0(23 2321030 3.9 4.6 0.7
Moshoeshos I 1628 6.9 387 2 7417 6334 17 8.8 (24) 257 (26 1.5 1.6 02
Phuthiatzans 730 3.4 2 7263 3 8.5 (24 258925 7.8 7.8 0.0
Qacha's Nek 1970 24.1 k1] 3 7924 674.3 3 7.91(25 238127 3.9 3.6 0.3
CQuthing 1740 152 346 2 663.7 6459 3 11.0 (23] 26.0 (28) 8.0 1.3 0.7
Semonkong 2438 239 3 3 768.2 337 43 2.6 (27) 21.8 (26) 12.2 12.6 0.4
ThabaTzehs 2160 37.3 2 3 3847 3354 g 6.0 (24) 22.0(28) 13.6 43 0.7
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Glossary
Dekad : Ten day period
Normal: Average figure over a specific time period.

% Rainfall Departure from Normal: (Actual Rainfall — Normal Rainfall)/
Normal Rainfall x 100

NDVI: Normalized Difference Vegetation Index — simply implies how good or
bad the vegetation is for the specific period.

This Bulletin is issued during the Summer Cropping Season (October — April).

And it is
Produced by the
Lesotho Meteorological Services as a contribution to the
National Early Warning Unit for Food Security.
The Unit is coordinated by the Disaster Management Authority in the

Prime Minister’s Office.

Comments and Contributions would be highly appreciated.



